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West Lancashire Freemasonsõ Charity 

Financial statements for 31 March 2010  



 

This annual report and accounts marks the second year since the charity 

was formed and which has seen it continue to be the premier Masonic 

provider of financial support to the community and to distressed Freemasons 

and their dependants throughout our Province.  

 

Those of us who may be more fortunate may not always recognise the 

genuine and at sometimes distressing financial difficulties that so many of 

our colleagues and their families endure.  Our charity plays a valuable part 

in improving their situation.  Because of the confidentiality afforded to each 

application many brethren may be unaware of the magnitude of the help 

the charity provides.  Hopefully those who read this publication will gain a 

better understanding of the importance of the charity and an appreciation 

of the work of those who have an involvement in its activities.  

 

The charity has come a long way in the short time since its formation.  

Drawing together the resources of the original seven charities and the Care 

Office, which merged in 2008 to form the West Lancashire Freemasonsõ 

Charity, has given clarity, focus and impetus to the charityõs work and 

pooling their funds has enabled the charity to be better equipped to 

operate more efficiently both in enjoying the benefits arising from 

economies of scale as well as providing a swifter and more appropriate 

service to the individuals and organisations in need. The changes have 

dramatically increased the speed with which most applications for 

assistance are handled and has enabled the charity to increase the normal 

maximum grant to those most in need in most cases to three times the level it 

stood at before the merger.  

 

The purchase of its own headquarters in June this year will serve as a focus 

for the strands of care in the Province.  Not only should it prove to be an 

excellent investment but the benefits of easier and unrestricted access 

coupled with more space will help the charity provide an increasingly better 

service.  

 

The charity was launched at a difficult time when most donations made by 

brethren in our Province were being directed towards a different charity 

which resulted in a considerable fall in donations over five years. The team 

at our charity did sterling work in collecting and managing contributions in 

aid of the 2010 Festival on behalf of the Masonic Samaritan Fund.  Now that 

the festival is over our charity is free to promote itself, develop new income 

streams and widen the range of services it provides.  The charity will be 

working closely with the Provinceõs charity steward structure through which it 

is hoped that the members of the Province are made fully aware of the work 

of the charity and the need to support it.  

 

The charity is keen to work with Masonic Lodges and Groups in identifying 

and helping needy charitable causes in our Province and to reinforce the 

perception that Freemasonry is a valuable part of the community.  It cannot 

be denied that financial support for projects in the community is the most 

powerful means we have to achieve this aim.  

 

The charity couldnõt do the good work it does without the enthusiastic efforts 

of the trustees and team who give their time freely, or without the continuing 

support of Masonic brethren throughout West Lancashire.  With our 

combined efforts we can do great things for a great many people.  
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The trustees have pleasure in 

presenting their annual report and 

financial statements for the year 

ended 31 March 2010.  

Legal Status 

The charity is constituted under a scheme 

dated 1 April 2008. It was formed by seven 

Masonic charities based in the Province of 

West Lancashire merging to form the West 

Lancashire Freemasonsõ Charity. In order to 

retain the charity registration number 

239313 which was in use for Gift Aid 

purposes and held by the West Lancashire 

Masonic Charities Fund (WLMCF) the 

merger was effected by all assets, liabilities 

and activities of the six other charities 

being transferred to the WLMCF, which on 

1 April 2008 changed its name to the West 

Lancashire Freemasonsõ Charity.  The 

original constitution and rules of the 

WLMCF were adopted on 30 January 1952 

and had been subsequently amended.   

 

The other participating charities were: 

The West Lancashire Masonic 

Educational Trust 

The West Lancashire Alpass 

Benevolent Institution 

The West Lancashire Victoria Fund of 

Benevolence  

The West Lancashire Hamer 

Benevolent Institution 

The West Lancashire Masonic Relief 

Committee  

The Community Fund of West   

         Lancashire Freemasons 

Objects and Activities 

The merger resulted in the adoption of the 

following  objects and activities:  

(1) The relief of Freemasons of the 

Province, their widows, children and 

any dependants of Freemasons of the 

Province who are in conditions of 

need, hardship or distress. 

(2) To promote the education of children 

under the age of 25 who are in need 

of financial assistance and are 

resident in the Province. 

 (3) The provision of financial assistance to 

Masonic charitable funds or institutions 

or other charitable institutions as the 

trustees shall from time to time 

decide.  

As in previous years a Festival was held at the 

Floral Hall, Southport and this yearõs event, on 

9th May 2009, was again a financial and 

entertainment success. It is a major social 

occasion for the Province and was organised 

by a sub-committee of the charity, chaired 

by Frank Wilkinson. 

On May 23
rd
 2005 the Provincial Grand 

Master announced to Provincial Grand 

Lodge the start of a National Festival for the 

benefit of the Masonic Samaritan Fund in 

2010.   

Donations for the Festival have been 

collected and controlled by the West 

Lancashire Freemasonsõ Charity.  It will be 

noted from the accounts that satisfactory 

progress continued to be made. At the 

cessation of the Festival a substantial 

amount had been collected and 

Ã5,428,004 was announced on 8th May 

2010.  Inevitably the focus on raising funds 

for the Festival reduced the amounts 

donated to WLFC and it is hoped that as the 

largest provider of Masonic aid in the 

Province the WLFC will now emerge as the 

main recipient of charitable donations from 

the Province.  
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Financial Review 

Complete details of the income and 

expenditure are shown in the statement of 

financial activities on Page 14 and in the 

notes to the accounts.  

 

The financial statements have been 

prepared in accordance with the principles 

set out in the updated Statement of 

Recommended Practice òAccounting and 

Reporting by Charitiesó March 2005 (SORP 

2005) issued by the Charity Commission for 

England and Wales and in accordance with 

the accounting policies of the charity 

detailed in note 1 to the accounts.  

 

The reserves of the charity at 31 March 2010, 

including sums raised for the 2010 Festival for 

the Masonic Samaritan Fund, totalled 

Ã14.1m (2009 - Ã11.5m) of which Ã9.6m was 

unrestricted and available for general use.  

 

Total incoming resources in the year (SOFA 

Page 14) amounted to Ã1,576,121 

compared with Ã2,287,883 in the preceding 

year, a decrease of Ã711,762. 

 

Donations to the 2010 Festival for the 

Masonic Samaritan Fund increased by 

Ã45,745. Donations to the WLFC increased 

by Ã17,962; this small increase was welcome 

but following the cessation of the Festival 

efforts must be geared towards restoring  

donations for the Provinceõs charity to earlier 

levels. 

 

Income from legacies in the year amounted 

to Ã245,942, compared with Ã780,724 in the 

previous year, a decrease of Ã534,782. 

Investment income and interest receivable 

suffered badly from the general economic 

climate and reduced by Ã240,494 to 

Ã262,338 (2009 - Ã502,832). 

 

The WLFC Festival at the Floral Hall Southport 

on 9 May 2009 resulted in a net sum of 

Ã3,757 being transferred to the Main Fund. 

 

Resources expended by way of grants 

amounted to Ã544,375 (2009 -  Ã521,401).  

Support Costs and Governance including 

audit costs remained comparatively modest 

at Ã52,060 (2009 -   Ã51,429) an increase of 

just Ã631. 

 

Net incoming resources for the year were 

Ã956,547  Investment gains of Ã67,297, 

together with a gain on revaluation of 

Ã1,582,187 resulted in a total increase in 

funds for the year of Ã2,606,03.   
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The charity collected and managed the impressive 
donations made by members of the Province on 
behalf of the Masonic Samaritan Fund 


